Time
This is a discussion group, not a lecture. But, the matter of time is crucial to our understanding of prophecy and our future. If we had the time, it would be an excellent idea to stop and reread the chapter on time and space. 

A huge percentage of Christians hold positions on the subject of time that cannot be supported by Scripture. Too many have learned what they know about time from sound bites without a comprehensive study. 
Like the blind man who said, “One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see," I can tell you that my understanding of the subject of time was a turning point for me.  It “opened doors” in my mind to let me see the wonders of what awaits us. Because of these facts, I no longer believe that Heaven is boring and about “floating on clouds.” I know that the New Jerusalem and the New Earth will be real—something I can identify with and look forward to. 
Knowing these things are real does not diminish their accompanying spiritual lessons/components. On the contrary, it enhances them.

This may be a good time to emphasize that our Constitution allows us to disagree. 

You may not agree with what I’m going to present and that’s okay.
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3.  CARDINAL PRINCIPLES.

· The Holy Bible is our only rule of faith and practice.

· The Lord Jesus Christ is the only head of the church and our only Savior.

· Christian character is a sufficient test of fellowship and of church membership.

· Christian is a sufficient name for Christ's followers.

· Individual interpretation of the Scriptures is the right and privilege of all Christians.

· All the followers of Christ shall be united as one, even as Christ wished and expressed in prayer.

For each person, there are likely to be one of two outcomes to our discussion about time.
1. You will agree with the presentation, in whole or in part.

2. You will disagree in whole or in part. If you disagree:
a. You might be motivated to study further to learn more.

b. You might be motivated to study further to prove me wrong.

c. In either case, it’s a good thing to study the Bible.
Where do we want to get truth from?
Scripture carries more authority than:

1. Songs

2. What Grandpa said

3. My imagination

4. Popular culture

5. Political correctness

6. Things that have been accepted as true through the passage of time

7. That’s just what I believe or “just ‘cause it is”
8. Everything else
Scripture is our authority, not just as a theological position; it is true in fact and should be true in practice. 


How we interpret Scripture is an individual right. 


But our right isn’t the most important thing. The most important thing is to seek to know what God is saying to us through his written word. 
Challenge these statements:
Are they true or untrue?

1. In numerous places in the Bible, we see time described as being forever. 

2. Nowhere in the Bible do we find that chronological time will cease to exist. 

3. The subject of time has been made to be complicated but if we use the Bible as our only source for guidance, it is really very easy to understand.  

Give a verse of scripture that says that 
time will come to an end. We can’t because there are none. 
Revelation 10:6-7 (King James Version)

 6And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer:

 7But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.

What kind of time?
“[T]hat there should be time no longer” is general, not specific. 
   It could mean more than one thing. It could mean one of two things. 
· It could mean chronological time. Or, 
· It could mean time will end for a particular event or scenario. 
The Scripture text doesn’t say which kind of time it is referring to.

To say this means chronological time call for you to go beyond what is stated.
It calls for you to pick one of the two choices. 
What is the procedure for making your choice? 

· Chronological Time vs. Event Time (or Scenario Time)
· Chronological time can be measured using clocks and calendars. Millions of people believe that this is the kind of time that is going to end. 
· Time is going to end in less than one hour from now.
· Wooo! Stop the clock. (pun intended)

· This is a true statement.

· But, it is a general, not a specific statement.

· What is the specific statement? (For those who were not present, the specific statement is: Time is going to end in less than one hour from now for this meeting.)
An example of a secular general statement: “All men are created equal.” 
The general statement isn’t true but in context, we see this  
was expressing an ideal and it went on to give three illustrations. 
Kairos   
n. (from Greek) right moment, opportune moment  

Kairos is an ancient Greek word meaning the "right or opportune moment". The ancient Greeks had two words for time, chronos and kairos. While the former refers to chronological or sequential time, the latter signifies "a time in between", a moment of undetermined period of time in which "something" special happens. [emphasis added. Examples: a meeting or The Church Age] What the special something is depends on who is using the word. While chronos is quantitative, kairos has a qualitative nature. 

Is time going to come to and end or is time for the Church Age going to come to an end?

Without chronological time, nothing could happen—no action whatsoever. Without time: 
· A short humorous video about the day time froze in New York City. 
(Sort of froze (  In a Flash Mob - Google: “time frozen Grand Central Station”)
· Things would not decay

· A falling object would not continue to drop to the floor.
· The earth would not continue to rotate.

· People would not continue to think.

· Without time, we couldn’t even float on clouds. 
· Without time, there would be no human witnesses. 
· For humans, without time, there could be no action and no consciousness.  
· If time were to come to and end, you would never know it.  

Our understanding of the definition of the word eternity has added to our confusion about the subject of time.


“The Next Time He Comes” (beautiful song)

Chorus: “But the next time He comes He won’t have to die for me - the next time He comes there won’t be a Calvary - the next time He comes we’ll begin eternity - for when He comes again He’ll be coming for me.” 

So, when time ends for us, our eternity begins? Is there a source for that in the Bible?

Holman Bible Dictionary:
Does not define eternity but it speaks of eternal life.
That doesn’t help.
Merriam-Webster:
eter·ni·ty 

Pronunciation: \i-ˈtər-nə-tē\

Function: noun
1 : the quality or state of being eternal
2 : infinite time <lasting throughout eternity>
3 plural : age 3b
4 : the state after death : immortality
5 : a seemingly endless or immeasurable time <an eternity of delays>
An unsatisfying answer. 



The Bible:

Psalm 93:2 (New International Version)

 2 Your throne was established long ago; 
       you are from all eternity.


Proverbs 8:23 (English Standard Version)

23Ages ago I was set up,
   at the first, before the beginning of the earth.

Proverbs 8:23 (King James Version)

 23I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was.

So, eternity preexisted time.

To me: 

Eternity has no beginning, it has no end. (But the sentence has tense while eternity has no tense. Time has tense.)
Time and space, on the other hand, began at the creation but it has no end.
To say time will end and eternity will begin is not scriptural because the Bible says that eternity was before the world was. It doesn’t begin in the future (and, not for one person at a time.)
To say that time will end and eternity will begin is an assumption. Eternity is outside of time. We are not. 
God lives in eternity He also lives within or outside of time and space. He will choose to live with us within time. We are not and shall never be fully in his realm(s). Our existence is a time and space existence. 

Eternity and time are God’s domains while only chronological time is ours. 
We have a hard time thinking it through and explaining it because a world contained within time is the only thing we know. To think outside of that calls for special effort. 

We discussed that some believe that when we get to Heaven, we will be omniscient. God never promised us omniscience—that we will know everything. That is an attribute of God. Omniscience is one of the things that make God God.

Likewise, (1) eternity, outside of time with no beginning and no end and (2) time and space, are the domains of God. He never promised us all of his domains. He promised us part of his domains: time and space forever and he won’t take our domain away from us. 
Eternity also has another definition: It is also used to describe the time expanse that has no end—“from here to forevermore.”  
Let’s go back to where we were earlier. 
Revelation 10:6-7 (King James Version)

 6And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer:

 7But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.

Aside from the fact that it says “should,” not “will,” this is a difficult passage because it could mean one of two things. How should we treat difficult passages?
· Read above and below the phrase to gain understanding of the meaning.
· The text around the passage is about the 7th trumpet.
· It is about the end of a scenario. 
· It is about the end of the church age.

· It is not about the end of chronological time. It is about the end of the world as we now know it to be. 
· After the end of the world as we now know it to be, we will use chronological time to go do other things. 

· Compare scripture with scripture. (Further down, we will do that.)

· Let’s go a step further. Let’s look at 14 translations.


Fourteen Translations:
Revelation 10:6-7 (King James Version)

 6And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer:

 7But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.

Revelation 10:6-7 (New King James Version)

6 and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things that are in it, the earth and the things that are in it, and the sea and the things that are in it, that there should be delay no longer, 7 but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets.

Revelation 10:6-7 (English Standard Version)

6and swore by him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, that there would be no more delay, 7but that in the days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of God would be fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants the prophets.

Revelation 10:6-7 (New International Version)

6And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, and said, "There will be no more delay! 7But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his servants the prophets."

Revelation 10:6-7 (New American Standard Bible)

 6and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, WHO CREATED HEAVEN AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND THE EARTH AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND THE SEA AND THE THINGS IN IT, that there will be delay no longer,

 7but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then the mystery of God is finished, as He preached to His servants the prophets.

Revelation 10:6-7 (The Message)

 5-7Then the Angel I saw astride sea and land lifted his right hand to Heaven and swore by the One Living Forever and Ever, who created Heaven and everything in it, earth and everything in it, sea and everything in it, that time was up—that when the seventh Angel blew his trumpet, which he was about to do, the Mystery of God, all the plans he had revealed to his servants, the prophets, would be completed.

Revelation 10:6-7 (Amplified Bible)

6And swore in the name of (by) Him Who lives forever and ever, Who created the heavens (sky) and all they contain, and the earth and all that it contains, and the sea and all that it contains. [He swore] that no more time should intervene and there should be no more waiting or delay,

    7But that when the days come when the trumpet call of the seventh angel is about to be sounded, then God's mystery (His secret design, His hidden purpose), as He had announced the glad tidings to His servants the prophets, should be fulfilled (accomplished, completed).

Revelation 10:6-7 (New Living Translation)

6 He swore an oath in the name of the one who lives forever and ever, who created the heavens and everything in them, the earth and everything in it, and the sea and everything in it. He said, “There will be no more delay. 7 When the seventh angel blows his trumpet, God’s mysterious plan will be fulfilled. It will happen just as he announced it to his servants the prophets.”

Revelation 10:6-7 (Contemporary English Version)

6He made a promise in the name of God who lives forever and who created heaven, earth, the sea, and every living creature. The angel said, "You won't have to wait any longer. 7God told his secret plans to his servants the prophets, and it will all happen by the time the seventh angel sounds his trumpet."

Revelation 10:6-7 (New Century Version)

6 and he made a promise by the power of the One who lives forever and ever. He is the One who made the skies and all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it. The angel promised, "There will be no more waiting!7 In the days when the seventh angel is ready to blow his trumpet, God's secret will be finished. This secret is the Good News God told to his servants, the prophets."

Revelation 10:6-7 (Darby Translation)

 6and swore by him that lives to the ages of ages, who created the heaven and the things that are in it, and the earth and the things that are in it, and the sea and the things that are in it, that there should be no longer delay;

 7but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound the trumpet, the mystery of God also shall be completed, as he has made known the glad tidings to his own bondmen the prophets.

Revelation 10:6-7 (Holman Christian Standard Bible)

6 He swore an oath by the One who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it: "There will no longer be an interval of time, 7 but in the days of the sound of the seventh angel, when he will blow his trumpet, then God's hidden plan will be completed, as He announced to His servants the prophets."

Revelation 10:6-7 (New International Reader's Version)

6 He made a promise in the name of the One who lives for ever and ever. He took an oath in the name of the One who created the sky, earth and sea and all that is in them. He said, "There will be no more waiting! 7 But in the days when the seventh angel is ready to blow his trumpet, the last part of God's plan will be carried out. God told all this to the prophets who served him long ago."

Revelation 10:6-7 (Today's New International Version)

6 And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, and said, "There will be no more delay! 7 But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his servants the prophets."
We have 14 of 14 translations that make no specific mention of the end of chronological time. 

We have 13 of 14 that cannot be interpreted as meaning chronological time.


Conclusion: ‘No more time’ means no more delay. It means ‘time’s up’ for a condition. It does not mean that time is up for time itself.  


After looking at these, let’s compare scripture with scripture.

· How many Scripture references can we find that state or imply that chronological time will cease to exist?

· The implication is ambiguous in one phrase in one verse in one translation of a total of 14 translations. 
· How many Scripture references can we find that state or imply that chronological time will not cease to exist?

· They are numerous but let’s look at only TWENTY. (on screen and in the book):

7Of the increase of his [Jesus’] government and of peace
    there will be no end, 
[There will be no end to the government that we will rule and reign over with Christ]
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
   to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
   from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Isaiah 9:7 (ESV) 
The word “time” is used in the passage. 
It refers to this time and time that follows this time and time without end. 
This is all we need to know about how long time will exist.
How could anything be any clearer? 
Time will exist forevermore.
· "And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the LORD searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts. If you seek him, he will be found by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever.
1 Chronicles 28:8-10 
· and who gives food to every creature. His love endures forever.
Psalm 136:24-26 
· the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them— the LORD, who remains faithful forever.
Psalm 146:5-7 
· I know that everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be added to it and nothing taken from it. God does it so that men will revere him.
Ecclesiastes 3:13-15 

· It will not be quenched night and day; its smoke will rise forever. From generation to generation it will lie desolate; no one will ever pass through it again.
Isaiah 34:9-11 
· I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant. I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put my sanctuary among them forever.
Ezekiel 37:25-27 

· "I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel." For he is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end.
Daniel 6:25-27 

· But the saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom and will possess it forever—yes, for ever and ever.'
Daniel 7:17-19 

· Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.
1 Corinthians 9:24-26 


The end of time and forever are “polar opposites.”
There can be no everlasting covenant unless there is an everlasting. 
It should be noted that Jesus moved freely among Earth, Heaven, Abraham’s Bosom and Hell following the crucifixion. Thus, there is one time dimension, shared by the living and the dead. 
Abraham talked with the rich man. Though they could apparently see each other, Abraham was in Paradise and the rich man was in hell. Both discussed sending Lazarus back to earth to warn the still-living but unsaved brothers of the rich man. Thus, there is one time dimension, shared by the living and the dead. 
How could the New Jerusalem come down to earth without time being a common dimension? It couldn’t. 
Added after the meeting:
I referred to time as a dimension (our 4th dimension). Some scientists do not but my world has four dimensions. There are probably as many as eleven. I wouldn’t be surprised to learn that Heaven has 3 to parallel our 3 and when the New Jerusalem comes down, two “worlds” with 3 each will become one “world” with 6 (while time continues to be time). It’s something to speculate about.

Millions of Christians believe that time ends at death and/or at the Rapture. 

There is a direct link between “time ends when I leave earth” and “time does not exist in Heaven.” Or, time ends when I leave earth; therefore, time does not exist in Heaven.
Where did we get the idea that time will end at death or the Rapture? 
‘From songs, not from Scripture. 
Before we look at Scripture, let’s consider one song.
“When the Roll is Called up Yonder”
‘When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound and time shall be no more...’
Millions assume this to be a reference to the end of chronological time. 
But, it cannot be a reference to chronological time.
There’s nothing wrong with the song. Just ask yourself: 
Time shall be no more for what?”
· FOR HUMANS: If chronological time ends, action ends. 
· However, assuming chronological time, action doesn’t end when time ends in the song. 
· Action continues: chronological time ends (everything for humans is frozen) then the morning breaks, the saved of earth gather and there is a roll call. 
· In the song, assuming chronological time and without the existence of it, events continue to happen. 
· Chronological time can’t end and not end. As a matter of reasoning, something either ends or it doesn’t.
(Example: you can’t go to Burlington and not go to Burlington simultaneously.)
· Therefore, it is not chronological time that ends in the song. 

We have no evidence of any kind that indicates that matter (stuff) can exist outside of time. Our bodies at present and our bodies following the resurrection will include matter. The New Earth (and the new heavens) will be made of matter and we will reside on it. Additionally, we have every reason to believe that the New Jerusalem will be, at least partially, made of matter. 
If this is true, then the present Heaven is also in time because it presently contains matter:

· The body of Jesus
· Presumably the body of Elijah

· The Ark of the Covenant

· The Tree of Life

· Musical instruments (which are of no value without timing)
There is a direct link between “time ends when I leave earth” and “time does not exist in Heaven.” Many believe that time ends when we leave earth, therefore, time does not exist in Heaven.

We have already seen two example of time being one-and-the-same-thing for the living and the dead. There are others.
For 10 inspired scripture references that assure us of the existence of time in Heaven, let’s go to page 267. 

Excerpt from pages 267 & 268:

Scripture contains many other evidences of time in Heaven:

· Heaven's inhabitants track with events happening in time; right down to rejoicing the moment a sinner on Earth repents (Luke 15:7).

· Martyrs in Heaven are told to "wait a little longer" when they ask "how long" before Christ will judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge the martyrs' blood (Revelation 6:10-11). Those in Heaven couldn't ask "how long" or be told "wait a little longer" unless time passes in Heaven.

· Paul spoke of Heaven in terms of "the coming ages" (Ephesians 2:7). He speaks not just of a future age but of ages (plural).

· God's people in Heaven "serve him day and night in his temple" (Revelation 7:15).

· The tree of life on the New Earth will be "yielding its fruit every month" (Revelation 22:2). There are days and months both in the present and eternal Heaven.

· God says, "The new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me.... From one New Moon to another and from one Sabbath to another, all mankind will come and bow down before me" (Isaiah 66:22-23). New Moons and Sabbaths require moon, sun, and time.

· God said, "Summer and winter, day and night will never cease" (Genesis 8:22). This wasn't the result of the Curse; it was God's original design.

· We're told that "there was silence in heaven for about half an hour" (Revelation 8:1).The book of Revelation shows the present Heaven's inhabitants operating within time. The descriptions of worship include successive actions, such as falling down at God's throne and casting crowns before him (Revelation 4:10). There's a sequence of events; things occur one after another, not all at once.

· The inhabitants of Heaven sing (Revelation 5:9-12). Music in Heaven requires time. Meter, tempo, and rests are all essential components of music, and each is time-related. Certain notes are held longer than others. Songs have a beginning, middle, and end. That means they take place in time.
Let’s take another look:


Challenge these statements:
Are they true or untrue?


· In numerous places in the Bible, we see time described as being forever. 
· Nowhere in the Bible do we find that chronological time will cease to exist. 
· The subject of time has been made to be complicated but if we use the Bible as our only source for guidance, it is really very easy to understand.  
